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MAIN IDEA WHY IT MATTERS NOW TERMS & NAMES

POWER AND AUTHORITY As
the kingdoms of England and
France began to develop into
nations, certain democratic
traditions evolved.

Modern concepts of jury trials,
common law, and legal rights
developed during this period.

• William the
Conqueror

• Henry II
• common law
• Magna Carta

• parliament
• Hugh Capet
• Philip II
• Estates-General

3

SETTING THE STAGE By the early 800s, small Anglo-Saxon kingdoms cov-
ered the former Roman province of Britain. In Europe, the decline of the
Carolingian Empire in the 900s left a patchwork of feudal states controlled by
local lords. Gradually, the growth of towns and villages, and the breakup of the
feudal system were leading to more centralized government and the development
of nations. The earliest nations in Europe to develop a strong unified government
were England and France. Both would take similar paths.

England Absorbs Waves of Invaders
For centuries, invaders from various regions in Europe landed on English shores.
The Angles and the Saxons stayed, bringing their own ways and creating an
Anglo-Saxon culture.

Early Invasions In the 800s, Britain was battered by fierce raids of Danish
Vikings. These invaders were so feared that a special prayer was said in churches:
“God, deliver us from the fury of the Northmen.” Only Alfred the Great, Anglo-
Saxon king from 871 to 899, managed to turn back the Viking invaders.
Gradually he and his successors united the kingdom under one rule, calling it
England, “land of the Angles.” The Angles were one of the Germanic tribes that
had invaded the island of Britain.

In 1016, the Danish king Canute (kuh•NOOT) conquered England, molding
Anglo-Saxons and Vikings into one people. In 1042, King Edward the
Confessor, a descendant of Alfred the Great, took the throne. Edward died in
January 1066 without an heir. A great struggle for the throne erupted, leading to
one last invasion.

The Norman Conquest The invader was William, duke of Normandy, who
became known as William the Conqueror. Normandy is a region in the north of
France that had been conquered by the Vikings. Its name comes from the French
term for the Vikings—North men, or Norman. The Normans were descended
from the Vikings, but they were French in language and in culture. As King
Edward’s cousin, William claimed the English crown and invaded England with
a Norman army. 

William’s rival was Harold Godwinson, the Anglo-Saxon who claimed the
throne. Harold was equally ambitious. On October 14, 1066, Normans and

England and France Develop

Clarifying Identify major 
steps toward democratic 
government. 

TAKING NOTES

Step

Description

Step

Description
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Anglo-Saxons fought the battle that changed the course of
English history—the Battle of Hastings. After Harold was
killed by an arrow that pierced his eye, the Normans won a
decisive victory.

After his victory, William declared all England his per-
sonal property. William kept about one-fifth of England for
himself. The English lords who supported Harold lost their
lands. William then granted their lands to about 200
Norman lords who swore oaths of loyalty to him personally.
By doing this, William unified control of the lands and laid
the foundation for centralized government in England. 

England’s Evolving Government
Over the next centuries, English kings tried to achieve two
goals. First, they wanted to hold and add to their French
lands. Second, they wanted to strengthen their own power
over the nobles and the Church.

William the Conqueror’s descendants owned land both in
Normandy and in England. The English king Henry II
added to these holdings by marrying Eleanor of Aquitaine
from France.

The marriage brought Henry a large territory in France
called Aquitaine. He added Aquitaine to the lands in
Normandy he had already inherited from William the
Conqueror. Because Henry held lands in France, he was a vas-
sal to the French king. But he was also a king in his own right.

Juries and Common Law Henry ruled England from 1154
to 1189. He strengthened the royal courts of justice by send-
ing royal judges to every part of England at least once a
year. They collected taxes, settled lawsuits, and punished

crimes. Henry also introduced the use of the jury in English courts. A jury in
medieval England was a group of loyal people—usually 12 neighbors of the
accused—who answered a royal judge’s questions about the facts of a case. Jury
trials became a popular means of settling disputes. Only the king’s courts were
allowed to conduct them.

Over the centuries, case by case, the rulings of England’s royal judges formed a
unified body of law that became known as common law. Today the principles of
English common law are the basis for law in many English-speaking countries,
including the United States. 

The Magna Carta Henry was succeeded first by his son Richard the Lion-
Hearted, hero of the Third Crusade. When Richard died, his younger brother John
took the throne. John ruled from 1199 to 1216. He failed as a military leader, earn-
ing the nickname John Softsword. John lost Normandy and all his lands in north-
ern France to the French under Philip Augustus. This loss forced a confrontation
with his own nobles.

Some of John’s problems stemmed from his own personality. He was cruel to his
subjects and tried to squeeze money out of them. He alienated the Church and
threatened to take away town charters guaranteeing self-government. John raised
taxes to an all-time high to finance his wars. His nobles revolted. On June 15, 1215,
they forced John to agree to the most celebrated document in English history, the
Magna Carta (Great Charter). This document, drawn up by English nobles and

Eleanor of Aquitaine 
1122–1204

Eleanor of Aquitaine was one of the
most remarkable women in history.
She was wife to two kings and
mother to two kings. She married
Louis VII of France when the Second
Crusade began. In 1147, she
accompanied him to the Holy Land.
Shortly afterward their marriage was
annulled. Eleanor then married Henry
Plantagenet, who was to become
Henry II of England. Their marriage
produced eight children. Two became
English kings, Richard the Lion-
Hearted and John.

RESEARCH LINKS For more on Eleanor
of Aquitaine, go to classzone.com

Recognizing
Effects

What impact
did the English
common law 
have on the 
United States?



reluctantly approved by King John, guaranteed certain basic political rights. The
nobles wanted to safeguard their own feudal rights and limit the king’s powers. In
later years, however, English people of all classes argued that certain clauses in the
Magna Carta applied to every citizen. Guaranteed rights included no taxation with-
out representation, a jury trial, and the protection of the law. The Magna Carta
guaranteed what are now considered basic legal rights both in England and in the
United States. 

The Model Parliament Another important step toward democratic government
came during the rule of the next English king, Edward I. Edward needed to raise
taxes for a war against the French, the Welsh, and the Scots. In 1295, Edward sum-
moned two burgesses (citizens of wealth and property) from every borough and two
knights from every county to serve as a parliament, or legislative group. In
November 1295, knights, burgesses, bishops, and lords met together at Westminster
in London. This is now called the Model Parliament because its new makeup (com-
moners, or non-nobles, as well as lords) served as a model for later kings.

Over the next century, from 1300 to 1400, the king called the knights and
burgesses whenever a new tax was needed. In Parliament, these two groups grad-
ually formed an assembly of their own called the House of Commons. Nobles and
bishops met separately as the House of Lords. Under Edward I, Parliament was in
part a royal tool that weakened the great lords. As time went by, Parliament became
strong. Like the Magna Carta, it provided a check on royal power.
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Summarizing
What is the

significance of the
Magna Carta?

Vocabulary
borough: a self-
governing town

P R I M A R Y S O U R C E

The Magna Carta
The Magna Carta is considered one of the cornerstones of
democratic government. The underlying principle of the
document is the idea that all must obey the law, even the
king. Its guaranteed rights are an important part of modern
liberties and justice.

DOCUMENT-BASED QUESTIONS
1. Analyzing Motives Why might the English nobles have

insisted on the right listed in number 45?
2. Making Inferences Which of the statements is a forerunner

to the right to a speedy public trial guaranteed in the Sixth
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution?

38. No bailiff [officer of the court] for the future
shall, upon his own unsupported complaint, put
anyone to his “law,” without credible witnesses
brought for this purposes.

39. No freeman shall be taken or imprisoned . . .
or exiled or in any way destroyed, nor will we [the
king] go upon him nor send upon him, except by
the lawful judgement of his peers or by the law
of the land.

40. To no one will we sell, to no one will we
refuse or delay, right or justice.

45. We will appoint as justices, constables,
sheriffs, or bailiffs only such as know the law of
the realm and mean to observe it well.
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Capetian Dynasty Rules France
The kings of France, like those of England, looked
for ways to increase their power. After the breakup of
Charlemagne’s empire, French counts and dukes
ruled their lands independently under the feudal sys-
tem. By the year 1000, France was divided into about
47 feudal territories. In 987, the last member of the
Carolingian family—Louis the Sluggard—died.
Hugh Capet (kuh•PAY), an undistinguished duke
from the middle of France, succeeded him. The Capet
family ruled only a small territory, but at its heart
stood Paris. Hugh Capet began the Capetian dynasty
of French kings that ruled France from 987 to 1328.

France Becomes a Separate Kingdom Hugh Capet,
his son, and his grandson all were weak rulers, but
time and geography favored the Capetians. Their ter-
ritory, though small, sat astride important trade routes
in northern France. For 300 years, Capetian kings

tightened their grip on this strategic area. The power of the king gradually spread
outward from Paris. Eventually, the growth of royal power would unite France.

Philip II Expands His Power One of the most powerful Capetians was Philip II,
called Philip Augustus, who ruled from 1180 to 1223. As a child, Philip had
watched his father lose land to King Henry II of England. When Philip became
king at the age of 15, he set out to weaken the power of the English kings in France.
Philip was crafty, unprincipled, and willing to do whatever was necessary to
achieve his goals.

Philip had little success against Henry II or Henry’s son, Richard the Lion-
Hearted. However, when King John, Richard’s brother, gained the English throne, it
was another matter. Philip earned the name Augustus (from the Latin word meaning
“majestic”), probably because he greatly increased the territory of France. He seized
Normandy from King John in 1204 and within two years had gained other territory.
By the end of Philip’s reign, he had tripled the lands under his direct control. For the
first time, a French king had become more powerful than any of his vassals. 

Philip II not only wanted more land, he also wanted a stronger central govern-
ment. He established royal officials called bailiffs. They were sent from Paris to
every district in the kingdom to preside over the king’s courts and to collect the
king’s taxes.

Philip II’s Heirs France’s central government became even stronger during the
reign of Philip’s grandson, Louis IX, who ruled from 1226 to 1270. Unlike his
grandfather, Louis was pious and saintly. He was known as the ideal king. After his
death, he was made a saint by the Catholic Church. Louis created a French appeals
court, which could overturn the decisions of local courts. These royal courts of
France strengthened the monarchy while weakening feudal ties.

In 1302, Philip IV, who ruled France from 1285 to 1314, was involved in a quar-
rel with the pope. The pope refused to allow priests to pay taxes to the king. Philip
disputed the right of the pope to control Church affairs in his kingdom. As in
England, the French king usually called a meeting of his lords and bishops when
he needed support for his policies. To win wider support against the pope, Philip
IV decided to include commoners in the meeting.

▲ The coronation
of Philip II in
Reims Cathedral



Estates-General In France, the Church leaders were known as the First Estate, and
the great lords as the Second Estate. The commoners, wealthy landholders or mer-
chants, that Philip invited to participate in the council became known as the Third
Estate. The whole meeting was called the Estates-General. 

Like the English Parliament in its early years, the Estates-General helped to
increase royal power against the nobility. Unlike Parliament, however, the Estates-
General never became an independent force that limited the king’s power. However,
centuries later, the Third Estate would play a key role in overthrowing the French
monarchy during the French Revolution. 

Beginnings of Democracy England and France were just beginning to establish a
democratic tradition. This tradition rested on setting up a centralized government
that would be able to govern widespread lands. The creation of common law and
court systems was a first step toward increased central government power.
Including commoners in the decision-making process of government was also an
important step in the direction of democratic rule. Before England and France
could move forward in this direction, however, they had to contend with a century
of turmoil that included religious disputes, plague, and war.
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TERMS & NAMES 1. For each term or name, write a sentence explaining its significance. 
• William the Conqueror • Henry II • common law • Magna Carta • parliament • Hugh Capet • Philip II • Estates-General

USING YOUR NOTES
2. Which of the steps toward

democratic government are
similar to U.S. practices?
Explain.

MAIN IDEAS
3. What two legal practices date

back to Henry II?

4. What are some basic rights
guaranteed by the Magna
Carta?

5. Why did Philip II call the
Estates-General together?

SECTION ASSESSMENT3

COMPARING HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS

Find a copy of the Magna Carta and a copy of the Bill of Rights of the United States Constitution.
Study both documents and create a table showing where the Constitution reflects the ideas of
the Magna Carta.

CRITICAL THINKING & WRITING
6. COMPARING Compare the way in which England and

France began developing as nations.

7. RECOGNIZING EFFECTS Which of the changes in English
government is reflected in the government of the United
States today?

8. EVALUATING COURSES OF ACTION What steps were
necessary to centralize governments in England and France? 

9. WRITING ACTIVITY Imagine that
you are an adviser to the English or French king. Write
him a letter to argue for or against including commoners
in the Parliament or Estates-General.

POWER AND AUTHORITY

CONNECT TO TODAY

Summarizing
What three

estates made up
the Estates-
General?

Step

Description

Step

Description

The Development of England and France

England France

• William the Conqueror invades England in 1066.

• Henry II (1154–1189) introduces use of the jury in English courts.

• John (1199–1216) agrees to the Magna Carta in 1215.

• Edward I (1272–1307) calls the Model Parliament in 1295.

• Hugh Capet increases the territory of France.

• Philip II (1180–1223) established bailiffs to preside over  
courts and collect taxes.

• Louis IX (1226–1270) creates a French appeals court.

• Philip IV (1285–1314) adds Third Estate to the Estates-General.

SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting Charts
1. Clarifying What aspects of courts were developed during the rule of Henry II and Philip II?
2. Developing Historical Perspective Which aspect of centralized government developed about 

the same time in both England and France?
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MAIN IDEA WHY IT MATTERS NOW TERMS & NAMES

RELIGIOUS AND ETHICAL
SYSTEMS In the 1300s, Europe
was torn apart by religious
strife, the bubonic plague, and
the Hundred Years’ War.

Events of the 1300s led to a
change in attitudes toward
religion and the state, a change
reflected in modern attitudes.

• Avignon
• Great Schism
• John Wycliffe
• Jan Hus

• bubonic
plague

• Hundred
Years’ War

• Joan of Arc

4

Analyzing Causes and 
Recognizing Effects Use 
the chart to identify 
causes and effects of 
major events at the end
of the Middle Ages.

TAKING NOTES

Split in
Church

Plague

1oo Years'
War

Cause &
Effect

SETTING THE STAGE The 1300s were filled with disasters, both natural and
human-made. The Church seemed to be thriving but soon would face a huge
division. A deadly epidemic claimed millions of lives. So many people died in
the epidemic that the structure of the economy changed. Claims to thrones in
France and England led to wars in those lands. The wars would result in changes
in the governments of both France and England. By the end of the century, the
medieval way of life was beginning to disappear.

A Church Divided
At the beginning of the 1300s, the Age of Faith still seemed strong. Soon, how-
ever, both the pope and the Church were in desperate trouble.

Pope and King Collide In 1300, Pope Boniface VIII attempted to enforce papal
authority on kings as previous popes had. When King Philip IV of France
asserted his authority over French bishops, Boniface responded with an official
document. It stated that kings must always obey popes.

Philip merely sneered at this statement. In fact, one of Philip’s ministers is
said to have remarked that “my master’s sword is made of steel, the pope’s is
made of [words].” Instead of obeying the pope, Philip had him held prisoner in
September 1303. The king planned to bring him to France for trial. The pope was
rescued, but the elderly Boniface died a month later. Never again would a pope
be able to force monarchs to obey him. 

Avignon and the Great Schism In 1305, Philip IV persuaded the College of
Cardinals to choose a French archbishop as the new pope. Clement V, the newly
selected pope, moved from Rome to the city of Avignon (av•vee•NYAWN) in
France. Popes would live there for the next 69 years.

The move to Avignon badly weakened the Church. When reformers finally
tried to move the papacy back to Rome, however, the result was even worse. In
1378, Pope Gregory XI died while visiting Rome. The College of Cardinals then
met in Rome to choose a successor. As they deliberated, they could hear a mob
outside screaming, “A Roman, a Roman, we want a Roman for pope, or at least
an Italian!” Finally, the cardinals announced to the crowd that an Italian had
been chosen: Pope Urban VI. Many cardinals regretted their choice almost
immediately. Urban VI’s passion for reform and his arrogant personality caused

The Hundred Years’ War 
and the Plague



the cardinals to elect a second pope a few months later. They chose Robert of
Geneva, who spoke French. He took the name Clement VII.

Now there were two popes. Each declared the other to be a false pope, excom-
municating his rival. The French pope lived in Avignon, while the Italian pope lived
in Rome. This began the split in the Church known as the Great Schism
(SIHZ•uhm), or division.

In 1414, the Council of Constance attempted to end the Great Schism by choos-
ing a single pope. By now, there were a total of three popes: the Avignon pope, the
Roman pope, and a third pope elected by an earlier council at Pisa. With the help
of the Holy Roman Emperor, the council forced all three popes to resign. In 1417,
the Council chose a new pope, Martin V, ending the Great Schism but leaving the
papacy greatly weakened.

Scholars Challenge Church Authority The papacy was further challenged by an
Englishman named John Wycliffe (WIHK•lihf). He preached that Jesus Christ, not
the pope, was the true head of the Church. He was much offended by the worldli-
ness and wealth many clergy displayed. Wycliffe believed that the clergy should
own no land or wealth. Wycliffe also taught that the Bible alone—not the pope—
was the final authority for Christian life. He helped spread this idea by inspiring an
English translation of the New Testament of the Bible. 

Influenced by Wycliffe’s writings, Jan Hus, a professor in Bohemia (now part
of the Czech Republic), taught that the authority of the Bible was higher than that
of the pope. Hus was excommunicated in 1412. In 1414, he was seized by Church
leaders, tried as a heretic, and then burned at the stake in 1415. 

The Bubonic Plague Strikes
During the 1300s an epidemic struck parts of Asia, North Africa, and Europe.
Approximately one-third of the population of Europe
died of the deadly disease known as the bubonic
plague. Unlike catastrophes that pull communities
together, this epidemic was so terrifying that it ripped
apart the very fabric of society. Giovanni Boccaccio,
an Italian writer of the time, described its effect:

P R I M A R Y  S O U R C E  
This scourge had implanted so great a terror in the
hearts of men and women that brothers abandoned
brothers, uncles their nephews, sisters their brothers,
and in many cases wives deserted their husbands. But
even worse, . . . fathers and mothers refused to nurse
and assist their own children.

GIOVANNI BOCCACCIO, The Decameron

Origins and Impact of the Plague The plague
began in Asia. Traveling trade routes, it infected
parts of Asia, the Muslim world, and Europe. In
1347, a fleet of Genoese merchant ships arrived in
Sicily carrying bubonic plague, also known as the
Black Death. It got the name because of the purplish
or blackish spots it produced on the skin. The dis-
ease swept through Italy. From there it followed
trade routes to Spain, France, Germany, England,
and other parts of Europe and North Africa.

Contrasting
According 

to the different
beliefs of the time,
what was the true
source of religious
authority?

▼ This painting,
titled The
Triumph of
Death, depicts
the effect of 
the plague.
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The bubonic plague took about four years
to reach almost every corner of Europe. Some
communities escaped unharmed, but in oth-
ers, approximately two-thirds to three-quar-
ters of those who caught the disease died.
Before the bubonic plague ran its course, it
killed almost 25 million Europeans and many
more millions in Asia and North Africa. 

The plague returned every few years,
though it never struck as severely as in the
first outbreak. However, the periodic attacks
further reduced the population.

Effects of the Plague The economic and
social effects of the plague were enormous.
The old manorial system began to crumble.
Some of the changes that occurred included
these: 

• Town populations fell.
• Trade declined. Prices rose.
• The serfs left the manor in search of

better wages.
• Nobles fiercely resisted peasant

demands for higher wages, causing
peasant revolts in England, France, Italy,
and Belgium.

• Jews were blamed for bringing on the
plague. All over Europe, Jews were
driven from their homes or, worse,
massacred.

• The Church suffered a loss of prestige when its prayers failed to stop the
onslaught of the bubonic plague and priests abandoned their duties. 

The bubonic plague and its aftermath disrupted medieval society, hastening
changes that were already in the making. The society of the Middle Ages was col-
lapsing. The century of war between England and France was that society’s final
death struggle.

The Hundred Years’ War
Not only did the people in Europe during the 1300s have to deal with epidemic dis-
ease, but they also had to deal with war. England and France battled with each
other on French soil for just over a century. The century of war between England
and France marked the end of medieval Europe’s society. 

When the last Capetian king died without a successor, England’s Edward III, as
grandson of Philip IV, claimed the right to the French throne. The war that Edward
III launched for that throne continued on and off from 1337 to 1453. It became
known as the Hundred Years’ War. Victory passed back and forth between the two
countries. Finally, between 1421 and 1453, the French rallied and drove the English
out of France entirely, except for the port city of Calais.

The Hundred Years’ War brought a change in the style of warfare in Europe. At
this time some combatants were still operating under medieval ideals of chivalry.
They looked with contempt on the common foot soldiers and archers who fought
alongside them. This contempt would change as the longbow changed warfare.

Recognizing
Effects

Which of the
effects of the
plague do you think
most changed life
in the medieval
period?
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If the Plague Struck America Today

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census

The bubonic plague reportedly wiped out 
about one-third of Europe’s population in the 
1300s. In the United States today, a one-third 
death toll would equal over 96 million people, 
or the number living in the states represented 
by the color     .

SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting Charts
1. Clarifying How many states on the chart would have

lost their entire population to the plague?
2. Drawing Conclusions How might the chart help

explain why many Europeans thought the world was
ending?



The Longbow Changes Warfare The English introduced the longbow and
demonstrated its power in three significant battles: Crécy, Poitiers, and Agincourt.
The first and most spectacular battle was the Battle of Crécy (KREHS•ee) on
August 26, 1346. The English army, including longbowmen, was outnumbered by
a French army three times its size. The French army included knights and archers
with crossbows. French knights believed themselves invincible and attacked.

English longbowmen let fly thousands of arrows at the oncoming French. The
crossbowmen, peppered with English arrows, retreated in panic. The knights tram-
pled their own archers in an effort to cut a path through them. English longbow-
men sent volley after volley of deadly arrows. They unhorsed knights who then lay
helplessly on the ground in their heavy armor. Then, using long knives, the English
foot soldiers attacked, slaughtering the French. At the end of the day, more than a
third of the French force lay dead. Among them were some of the most honored in
chivalry. The longbow, not chivalry, had won the day. The mounted, heavily
armored medieval knight was soon to become extinct.

The English repeated their victory ten years later at the Battle of Poitiers
(pwah•TYAY). The third English victory, the Battle of Agincourt (AJ•ihn•KAWRT),
took place in 1415. The success of the longbow in these battles spelled doom for
chivalric warfare.

Joan of Arc In 1420, the French and English signed a treaty stating that Henry V
would inherit the French crown upon the death of the French king Charles VI.
Then, in 1429, a teenage French peasant girl named Joan of Arc felt moved by God
to rescue France from its English conquerors. When Joan was just 13 she began to
have visions and hear what she believed were voices of the saints. They urged her
to drive the English from France and give the French crown to France’s true king,
Charles VII, son of Charles VI.

On May 7, 1429, Joan led the French army into battle at a fort city near Orléans.
The fort blocked the road to Orléans. It was a hard-fought battle for both sides. The
French finally retreated in despair. Suddenly, Joan and a few soldiers charged back
toward the fort. The entire French army stormed after her. The siege of Orléans was
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The Longbow 
The longbow was cheap, easy to
carry, and deadly. It was powerful
enough to penetrate armor, thus
reducing the impact of mounted
cavalry. Bowmen could fire so fast
that the longbow has been called the
“machine gun of the Middle Ages.”

The longbow was as tall
as a man, or taller. A six-
foot-tall man might have a
bow up to six and a half
feet tall. 

▲

English archers usually
carried a case with extra
bowstrings and a sheaf of 
24 arrows. The arrows were
about 27 inches long and
balanced in flight by feathers. 

▲

▲ The arrows were absolutely
fatal when shot within 100 yards.
The average archer could fire 12
to 15 arrows per minute and hit
a man at 200 yards away.



broken. Joan of Arc guided the French onto the path 
of victory.

After that victory, Joan persuaded Charles to go with her
to Reims. There he was crowned king on July 17, 1429. In
1430, the Burgundians, England’s allies, captured Joan in
battle. They turned her over to the English. The English, in
turn, handed her over to Church authorities to stand trial.
Although the French king Charles VII owed his crown to
Joan, he did nothing to rescue her. Condemned as a witch
and a heretic because of her claim to hear voices, Joan was
burned at the stake on May 30, 1431.

The Impact of the Hundred Years’ War The long,
exhausting war finally ended in 1453. Each side experi-
enced major changes.

• A feeling of nationalism emerged in England and
France. Now people thought of the king as a national
leader, fighting for the glory of the country, not
simply a feudal lord.

• The power and prestige of the French monarch increased.
• The English suffered a period of internal turmoil

known as the War of the Roses, in which two noble
houses fought for the throne. 

Some historians consider the end of the Hundred Years’
War in 1453 as the end of the Middle Ages. The twin pillars
of the medieval world, religious devotion and the code of
chivalry, both crumbled. The Age of Faith died a slow death.
This death was caused by the Great Schism, the scandalous
display of wealth by the Church, and the discrediting of the
Church during the bubonic plague. The Age of Chivalry
died on the battlefields of Crécy, Poitiers, and Agincourt.
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TERMS & NAMES 1. For each term or name, write a sentence explaining its significance. 
• Avignon • Great Schism • John Wycliffe • Jan Hus • bubonic plague • Hundred Years’ War • Joan of Arc

USING YOUR NOTES
2. Which event had some

economic effects? Explain.

MAIN IDEAS
3. What was the Great Schism?

4. What were three effects of the
bubonic plague?

5. What impact did Joan of Arc
have on the Hundred Years’
War?

SECTION ASSESSMENT4

MAPPING AN EPIDEMIC

Research the number of AIDS victims in countries throughout the world. Then, create an
annotated world map showing the numbers in each country. Be sure to list your sources.

CRITICAL THINKING & WRITING
6. RECOGNIZING EFFECTS Which event do you think

diminished the power of the Church more—the Great
Schism or the bubonic plague?

7. IDENTIFYING PROBLEMS What problems did survivors
face after the bubonic plague swept through their town? 

8. RECOGNIZING EFFECTS How did the Hundred Years’ War
encourage a feeling of nationalism in both France and
England?

9. WRITING ACTIVITY Write a
persuasive essay supporting the right of the pope to
appoint French bishops.

RELIGIOUS AND ETHICAL SYSTEMS

CONNECT TO TODAY

Joan of Arc
1412?–1431

In the 1420s, rumors circulated
among the French that a young
woman would save France from 
the English. So when Joan arrived 
on the scene she was considered 
the fulfillment of that prophecy. 
Joan cut her hair short and wore a
suit of armor and carried a sword.

Her unusual appearance and
extraordinary confidence inspired
French troops. Eventually she was
given command of troops that broke
the siege of Orléans. In 1430, she
was turned over to a Church court for
trial. In truth, her trial was more
political than religious. The English
were determined to prove her a fake
and to weaken her image.

RESEARCH LINKS For more on Joan
of Arc, go to classzone.com

Split in
Church

Plague

1oo Years'
War

Cause &
Effect

Drawing
Conclusions

How did the
Hundred Years’ 
War change the
perception of 
people toward 
their king?




